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 Sharing the Love of Christ with Others 

WRAP A CHILD IN WARMTH 

Holy Family will support the Wrap a Child in Warmth campaign to collect new or gently used 
coats and blankets for disadvantaged children in Victoria and surrounding areas. Collection 
barrels will be located in the narthex of the church and the foyer of the Religious Ed building. 
Please keep the dress code policy in mind. Jackets should be solid colors with logos no larger 
than two inches. Graphics other than school logos are not allowed. “Whoever has two tunics should 
share with the person who has none “ Luke 3:11  

ANGEL BAGS 

Angel bags for disadvantaged children in our community. Angel bags are created with basic 
necessities in a nice tote bag or backpack they can call their own. Angel Bag tags will be dis-
played on the Giving Tree along with other Christmas gift tags for needy families to be returned 
by Dec.6. “Those who shut their ears to the cry of the poor will themselves call out and not be answered.” 
Proverbs 21:13 

ADOPT A FAMILY 

This Christmas your family may want to consider adopting a family that is struggling from the 
effects of Hurricane Harvey, medical expenses, or financial burdens. Food baskets and other 
wishes would bring much joy to a family in need this Christmas. Adopt a Family forms are availa-
ble at the information desk or contact the youth office.  “Whoever cares for the poor lends to the 
LORD, who will pay back the sum in full” Proverbs 19:17 

HOPE TO DREAM PROJECT 

Hope to Dream Project - Ashley Homestore’s  Hope to Dream Foundation and Holy Family are 
coming together this year to provide 100 beds, bedding and angel gift bags for 100 children in 
the Victoria and Crossroads area. What a perfect timing for these families in light of Harvey and 
just in time for Christmas! Our Giving Tree is filled with these angel tags for carefully selected 
needy children. Parishioners may choose one or more of these angel tags and return the 
wrapped gifts with the tags securely attached to the Giving Tree no later than Dec. 6.  

On Dec. 7, the Rock Leadership team and volunteers will assemble the 100 beds and prepare 
the gifts for the children to receive the morning of Dec. 8.  All other gifts on the Giving Tree will 
be sorted through that night by the Rock Leadership Team to be ready for pick up on Dec. 11. 
Contact the youth office if you would like to help with the delivery of these beds. 
“Those who oppress the poor revile their Maker, but those who are kind to the needy honor him.” Proverbs 
14:31 

THINKING OF YOU GIFTS  

The Holy Family Giving Tree will also include tags on our Giving Tree for our elderly homebound 
and nursing home parishioners. This is a wonderful time to remind them that we are thinking of 
them and remembering them in prayer.  “In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way 
we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.’”  Acts 20:35 
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 Feast of the Immaculate Conception                                           December 8, 2017 
“The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privi-
lege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, preserved im-
mune from all stain of original sin.”  

In 1854, Pope Pius IX's solemn declaration, “Ineffabilis Deus” clarified with finality the long-held 
belief of the Church that Mary was conceived free from original sin. In proclaiming the Immac-
ulate Conception of Mary as a dogma of the Church, the pope expressed precisely and clear-
ly that Mary was conceived free from the stain of original sin. This privilege of Mary derives from 
God's having chosen her as Mother of the Savior; thus she received the benefits of salvation in 
Christ from the very moment of her conception. This great gift to Mary, an ordinary human be-
ing just like us, was fitting because she was destined to be Mother of God. The purity and holi-
ness of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a model for all Christians. 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception Mass Times 

Thursday, December 7, 2017  6:00 pm Vigil Mass     Friday, December 8th   6:00 am, 12:10 pm  and  6:00 pm Mass 
All Church offices will be closed Friday December 8th in observance of this Holy Day. 

The Sacrament of Penance   

In addi on to our regularly scheduled weekly confession oppor-

tunity each Saturday at 11:30 am and 25 minutes before Monday 

and Friday evening daily Masses, the Sacrament of Penance will 

be available at the following Penance Services:  

 

December 12,  2017  6:30 pm  Holy Family Catholic Church 

December 18, 2017  6:30 pm   The Cathedral of Our Lady of Victory 

December 20, 2017  6:30 pm  St. Mary Catholic Church 

Penance is an experience of the gift of 

God's boundless mercy.  

Not only does the Sacrament of Penance free 

us from our sins but it also challenges us to 

have the same kind of compassion and for‐

giveness for those who sin against us.  We are 

liberated to be forgivers.  We obtain new in‐

sight into the words of the Prayer of St. Fran‐

cis: "It is in pardoning that we are pardoned." 

 Peace 

Closures for the Holidays  

Adoration Closures   

December 17th  7:00 pm‐10:00 pm   Christmas Concert 

December 22nd  5:30 pm   Christmas Holiday 

Thru January 2nd  6:30 am  Christmas Holiday 

Office Closures   

December 8th  All Day  Holy Day 

December 22nd  12:00 noon  Christmas Holiday 

Thru January 1st     Christmas Holiday 

Reopening at 8:30 am January 2,2018 

Religious Ed  ‐ CCD   

December 20th  No Classes     

December 27th  No Classes    

January 3rd  Resume Classes   

RCIA   

December 28th  No Session    

January 4th  Resume     
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Catholic Traditions for A

 Joy 

The four weeks preceding Christmas is Advent, a time to prepare the way of the Lord for His coming as our 
King and Savior. In addition, the Church teaches that: 

“When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present this ancient expec-
tancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Saviors first coming, the faithful re-
new their ardent desire for his second coming. By celebrating [John the Baptists] birth and martyrdom, 
the Church unites herself to his desire: He must increase, but I must decrease.”(Catechism, no. 524; 
original emphasis). 

By participating in various time-honored traditions, such as making Jesse trees or putting on a Christmas play 
at home, Catholic families can engage more fruitfully in the seasons of Advent and Christmas. 

The following activities are provided so that you and your family can live Advent and Christmas to the fullest.   

Advent wreath:  The Advent wreath, which has German origins, is probably the most recog-
nized Advent custom. It is a wreath made of evergreens that is bound to a circle of wire. It 
symbolizes the many years from Adam to Christ in which the world awaited its Redeemer; it 
also represents the years that we have awaited His second and final coming. The wreath holds 
four equally spaced candles, the three purple ones lit on the penitential Sundays and a pink 
one for Gaudete, the joyful third Sunday in Advent.  

The empty manger:  Each child may have his own individual manger, or there may be 
one manger for the whole family. The idea is that when acts of service, sacrifice, or 
kindness are done in honor of Baby Jesus as a birthday present, the child receives a 
piece of straw to put into the manger. Then, on Christmas morning, Baby Jesus is placed 
in the manger. Encourage your children to make Jesus bed as comfortable as possible 
through their good deeds. In the process, explain Christs incomparable self-gift at Christ-
mas and Easter that enables us to be part of Gods family.   

The Jesse tree:  The Jesse tree tells about Christs ancestry through symbols and relates Scripture 
to salvation history, progressing from creation to the birth of Christ. The tree can be made on a 
poster board with the symbols glued on, or on an actual tree.  Complete instructions and  
printables may be found at http://healthy-family.org/free-jesse-tree-advent-patterns. 
 

St. Nicholas Day:  The feast of St. Nicholas is on Dec. 6th. It is a highlight of the Advent 
season. Each child puts out a shoe the night before St. Nicholas Day in the hope that 
the kind bishop with his miter, staff, and bag of gifts will pay a visit. The current Santa 
Claus is modeled after St. Nicholas, but commercialism has tarnished the true story. 
Many families give gifts on both Dec. 6 and Christmas.   

 

The Christ candle:  Any large white candle can be used for the Christ candle. The idea is to 
decorate it with symbols for Christ. Use old Christmas cards, sequins, holly, etc. The candle 
can be lit on Christmas Eve to show that the Light of the World has arrived. Then continue to 
light the Christ candle throughout the year at Sunday dinner to remind your family of our 
waiting for Christ, as well as celebrating His birth and Resurrection.   
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The Nativity scene:  This is the event in which the entire family shares setting up the 
Christmas manger. Mary and Joseph should be far off traveling and their approach to 
Bethlehem can be adjusted daily. Older children can make life-size Nativity models, 
carve them, cut them out from cardboard, or set up pre-made figurines. The creative 
ideas are without limit. Make sure to place the Nativity scene where many can admire 
the children’s efforts to give God glory.  
 

Blessing of the tree:  More and more frequently families are blessing their Christmas trees. It is 
good to remind children that the tree relates to many aspects of our faith. For example, we 
are reminded that our first parents were not allowed to eat from one tree, and that Christ 
paid the great price for our redemption by hanging on a tree (cf. Acts 5:29-32).  
There are many different stories which attempt to explain why we use a tree at Christmas. For 
instance, St. Boniface in the eighth century gave the balsam fir tree to the Druids in place of 
the oak tree, the symbol of their idol. He said, The fir tree is the wood of peace, the sign of an 
endless life with its evergreen branches. It points to heaven. It will never shelter deeds of 
blood, but rather be filled with loving gifts and rites of kindness. 

 

Leader: Loving God, we stand before you once again. We stand here ready to celebrate the birth of your son, 
Jesus.  (Have everyone extend a hand in a gesture of blessing. Sprinkle holy water on the tree while praying 
the following prayer.) 

Leader: Bless this tree, this sign of life and freshness and perseverance in our midst. It stands as a reminder that 
you are born anew in us each day. Bless our family and friends as we celebrate this joyous season. Keep us 
safe in our travels, kind in our conversations, and gracious in our giving and receiving. We ask you this in confi-
dence, because we know you love us.   All: Amen. 

Las Posadas is a wonderful 400+ year old Advent celebration 
in many Latin countries. For 9 days, from December 16th-
24th, the faithful prepare for Christmas by acting out and re-
living the days Mary and Joseph experienced as they jour-
neyed to Bethlehem, as written in the Gospels. Mary and Jo-
seph traveled from place to place seeking rest, only to be 
continually rejected, causing the Baby Jesus to be born in a 
stable manger. 

This Catholic Christmas tradition was brought to Mexico in 
the 16th century by Spanish Augustinian friars as they evan-
gelized the New World. The celebration begins with a 

nighttime procession. Participants hold candles, sing Christmas carols, and play the parts of Mary and Joseph. 
The procession makes its way to a particular home (a different one each night), where they sing a traditional 
song  recite Scripture readings and prayers, and conclude with a festive meal. And piñatas for the kids! 

THE SYMBOLISM 

The nine nights of posadas leading up to Christmas are said to represent the nine months that Jesus spent in 
Mary’s womb, or, to represent a nine-day journey to Bethlehem. The nine days also fits nicely in with the con-
cept of a traditional nine-day novena prayer. The Las Posadas is a wonderful way to deepen devotion to the 
Holy Family and to reflect on the mystery of the Incarnation of our Savior Jesus Christ, who was born to the 
holiest of families in the poorest of material circumstances. 



Come and enjoy the sights and 
sounds of Christmas as we celebrate 
the birth of our Savior in song.   

 

Sunday, December 17, 2017 at 
7:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

Christmas  Concert                                                                    December 17, 2017 

Church Decorating          December 17, 2017 

We will be decking the halls and making everything even 
more beautiful!  Many hands make light work, so come on 
out for a couple of hours, and help prepare our parish for 
Christmas! 

Sunday, December 17th 2017 at 12:30 pm or immediately 
after the 11:00 am Mass 

Christmas Mass Schedule 

The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I        
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For today in the city of David a savior has been born 
for you who is Messiah and Lord. 

Christmas Eve       December 24th        5:00 pm  Vigil Mass of the Nativity of the Lord 

Children’s Reenactment of the First Christmas 

Midnight Mass               December 25th   12:00 am   Mass of the Nativity of the Lord 

Christmas Day                December 25th   9:00 am  Mass of the Nativity of the Lord 

  Love 

Christmas  Concert                                                                    Christmas  Concert                                                                    Christmas  Concert                                                                       


