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I am Fr. Oliver Obele, MSP. I was 
born on September 28, 1966 in La-
gos, Nigeria. Lagos, in western Nige-
ria, was the first capital of Nigeria 
and its largest city/ business capital. 
My parents hail from the eastern 

part of Nigeria and we are of the Igbo tribe. I 
am the fourth of six children. My father, Gabri-
el Obele, passed on in 2011 and my mother, 
Juliana Obele, has Alzheimer’s disease. She is 
being cared for by my only sister and her fami-
ly. 

As far as I can remember, my desire to be a 
priest started at the tender age of six or seven. 
This was 
mainly due 
to my 
strong 
Catholic 
family 
back-
ground. 
Secondly, I 
belonged 
to a neigh-
borhood 
pious as-
sociation geared mostly towards children, 
named The Block Rosary Crusade. I was 
an active, committed young boy in this 
association and to a large extent it influ-
enced my desire to be a priest. I also 
loved to attend Sunday Masses and to sit in the 
very front pew in order to observe the priests 
more closely as they celebrated the Mass. Last-
ly, seeing priests in their long white cassocks (in 
Nigeria, rather than black cassocks, priests 
wear white flowing cassocks, almost like the 

Pope) was a big thrill and attraction for me. I 
wanted to look and be like them. 

Education 
For my elementary education I attended a pub-
lic school but for my secondary education 
(middle & high schools), due to my love for the 
priesthood, I attended a minor seminary by my 
own choice. After graduation in 1984, I was re-
tained in the campus for a pre-major seminary 
program called “Prefecting”. Although I was 
working towards becoming a diocesan priest, 
during my “perfecting” year I came in contact 
with the Missionary Society of St. Paul of Nige-
ria. I was strongly drawn to their mission and 
spirituality and in 1986 I was admitted into can-
didacy. I had two years novitiate at our for-
mation house in Iperu-Remo, western Nigeria. I 
did three years of philosophical studies and 
four years of theological studies at the National 
Missionary Seminary of St. Paul, Abuja (capital 

of Nigeria). 

On July 1, 1995, I 
was ordained a 
priest along with 
nine classmates. For 
my first year, I 
served as an associ-
ate pastor in one of 
our parishes in west-
ern Nigeria and in 
1996 I was posted to 
the USA for mission-

ary work. My port of entry was Houston where 
I spent three months assisting in a parish while 
receiving my initial orientation on the USA his-
tory and culture. At the end of three months, I 
traveled to Washington, DC for one month of 



A prayer for our priests 

Lord Jesus, we your people pray to You for our priests. You have given them to us for OUR needs. We pray for them in THEIR needs.  We know that 
You have made them priests in the likeness of your own priesthood. You have consecrated them, set them aside, anointed them, filled them with the 
Holy Spirit, appointed them to teach, to preach, to minister, to console, to forgive, and to feed us with Your Body and Blood.  
 

We ask that You give them this day the gift You gave Your chosen ones on the way to Emmaus: Your presence in their hearts, Your holiness in their 
souls, Your joy in their spirits. And let them see You face to face in the breaking of the Eucharistic bread.  
 

We pray to You, O Lord, through Mary the mother of all priests, for Your priests and for ours. Amen. 

formal, structured orientation under the direction of the Society of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart (The Jose-
phites). 

Assignments 

After orientation, I began my official assignments as associate pastor for three years in three different loca-
tions, namely, Crowley -Louisiana, New Orleans and Houston. I then became a pastor for thirteen years in 
again three different locations, namely, Port Arthur -Texas, Napoleonville -Louisiana, and Houston. In July 
2013,  I took one year sabbatical leave which brought me to the Diocese of Victoria for the first time. I was 
assigned as parochial vicar at Our Lady of the Gulf Parish, Port Lavaca at the end of which I returned to Nige-
ria and served for fourteen months. I was invited back by the Bishop and I arrived the Diocese of Victoria for 
the second time on October 6, 2014. This same day I started working among you as your second parochial 
vicar. 

Further Studies 
Since being in the USA I have obtained a Master of Arts Degree in 
Pastoral Studies from the University of St. Thomas, Houston. I am 
also enrolled in a Doctor of Ministry program with the Catholic 
University of America, Washington, DC. 

Hobbies 
My hobbies are reading, travelling, listening to music, socializing 
with friends and engaging new cultures. Among the countries I 
have traveled to are: Israel, Austria, Cameroon, Germany, Egypt, 
The Netherlands, Grenada, Jamaica, England, Barbados and Saint 
Lucia. 

Cultural Differences/Similarities 
Generally, liturgies last longer in Nigeria than in the USA. This is mainly because the use of some cultural ex-
pressions like singing, clapping and dancing have been allowed in the Nigerian/African liturgies. Of course, 
these are sometimes abused. Secondly, the people view worship, especially Sunday, as a day with the Lord. 
They come prepared to spend the time. Sometimes one gets the impression that no length of time is too 
long. 

Recently, there is what I regard as too close a romance between Catholics and Protestants (particularly, Evan-
gelical Christians). The not-so-quiet, spontaneous, charismatic approach of the latter and especially their 
prosperity gospel message are attractive and practiced in many Catholic communities. 

Conclusion 
Since 2006 I have been a USA citizen and I have enjoyed every minute of my citizenship and my stay in the 
USA. I pray God will help us all to live and work together in mutual respect, peace and love to the glory of His 
name. 


