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I am Fr. Lawrence Mensah.  I was born on Janu-
ary 13, 1951 in Kumasi, the second largest city 
in Ghana.  I am the youngest of seven children.  
Unfortunately, four have died, and I have one 
sister and one brother living.   My deceased 
parents,   Yaw Mensah and Sophia Adwoa For-
jour, were cocoa farmers.  My hometown, 
Trede in Ashanti Region, has a  population of  
about 100,000. 

 

Education 

I began my formal education at the age of 6 
and completed my basic education in 1967 
(1957-1967).  Then in 1967 I entered a senior 
Catholic High School in Kumasi.  The school is 
named after one the Ashanti Kings called 
OPOKU WARE.   I attended school there for five 
years. 

After completing my High School, I then en-
tered a Teacher Training College for 2 years.  
Upon completion , I taught for 5 years, and had 
the call to be in the seminary to become a 
Catholic priest.  

The seminary course in Ghana takes 6 years, 2 
years for Philosophy and 4 years for Theology.  
I attended St. Peter’s Regional Seminary,  in 
Cape-Coast, Ghana. 

On July 27, 1985, I was ordained a Priest to-
gether with seven other seminarians from Ku-
masi Diocese.  The bishop who ordained me,  
Most Rev. Peter Kwasi Sanpong,   is now Arch-
bishop Emeritus.  He was the Bishop of Kumasi 
Diocese.  I served as Parochial Vicar for five 
years in two parishes from 1985-1990.  I then 
became a Pastor from 1990 to 2014.  In the 
summer of 2014, I came to Victoria, Texas. 

 



A prayer for our priests 

Lord Jesus, we your people pray to You for our priests. You have given them to us for OUR needs. We pray for them in 
THEIR needs.  We know that You have made them priests in the likeness of your own priesthood. You have consecrated 
them, set them aside, anointed them, filled them with the Holy Spirit, appointed them to teach, to preach, to minister, to 
console, to forgive, and to feed us with Your Body and Blood.  
 

We ask that You give them this day the gift You gave Your chosen ones on the way to Emmaus: Your presence in their 
hearts, Your holiness in their souls, Your joy in their spirits. And let them see You face to face in the breaking of the Eu-
charistic bread.  
 

We pray to You, O Lord, through Mary the mother of all priests, for Your priests and for ours. Amen. 

In 1995, the Kumasi Diocese was divided into three dioceses due to the growing of the Catholic community; 
1. Kumasi Diocese,  2. Konongo-Mampong and  3. Obuasi Diocese.  Since my hometown is within the juris-
diction of Obuasi, I moved to Obuasi Diocese so I have been in the Obuasi diocese since 1995. In addition to 
being a pastor, I was also the Vocation Director of that Diocese.   

The parishes in Ghana are large; some have 10 outstations. My last parish, St. John the Baptist, is located at 
one of the District Capitals, New Edubiase. I was at this parish for six years.   

Studies after Ordination 

In 1989, I was sent to Kenya in East Africa, for  a one year course on Pastoral Theology.  Then in 2000-2002, I 
studied at the  Onandaga Pastoral Counseling Center (O.P.C.C.)  in 
the Syracuse Diocese, N.Y. for a two year pastoral counseling de-
gree.  While in New York I served as a Parochial Pastor at St. Mar-
garet Parish in Mattydale, N.Y. 

Hobbies 

My hobbies are reading and traveling.  Among the countries I have 
traveled to are :  Israel, Canada, Malta, Ireland, Scotland, London, 
Medjugorge, USA and Lourdes, just to mention a few. 

Cultural Differences/Similarities 

In terms of worshipping at Mass, we all sing and dance in express-
ing our gratitude to God especially on Sundays. On Sundays we 
spend about 2 hours in church.  Then at the Offertory, the wine is 
brought up in procession together with other items like food to help the priest and those in need.  The Mass 
is the same as here.  We also have a choir and other men and women societies.  

Over here, the church members are so punctual.  This I have appreciated so much with each family coming 
together. Over here, each Parish has a staff working  full time.  At home in Ghana only a few parishes have a 
staff. This makes the administration here work very efficient.  The reason being that the parishes don’t have 
enough money to pay for the staff. 

I really enjoy working here in the states.  It has given me a lot of experience.  In fact the parishioners, Pastor 
and Staff that I worked with in Syracuse, NY (2000-2002) kept me going throughout.  Since I came to Holy 
Family, the Bishop, the Pastor, the Staff and all the Parishioners whom I have come in contact  are wonder-
ful.  You all are making me feel at home.  At the rectory I feel the warmth of a home. That is good.  I am 
grateful to all, especially my pastor, Fr. Dan Morales. 


